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​Newsletter – October  2026​

​______________________________________________________​

​School Fundraiser​
​Our 6th Annual School Auction is scheduled for  Saturday, October 10th. Please plan to attend​
​this event held at school. Also, tell your family and friends about the auction. There will be​
​plenty of food, children’s activities, and auction items to purchase. You can preview the items on​
​the school website or the school Facebook page. The auction will take place in the gym, and​
​chairs will be provided. The auction will begin at 4:00 PM. Food will be available beginning at​
​3:00 pm.​

​The proceeds from items sold at the Auction will go towards our Operating Expense Fund.​

​Golf Tournament Fundraiser​
​A​​big​​thank​​you​​to​​Eric​​Burkholder​​and​​those​​who​​supported​​and​​participated​​in​​the​​recent​
​Golf​ ​Tournament​ ​Fundraiser​ ​for​ ​GMS.​ ​We​ ​had​ ​a​ ​good​ ​turnout​ ​and​ ​were​ ​able​ ​to​ ​raise​
​$15,000.00 for the school.​

​Sycamore School​​-​​https://app.sycamoreeducation.com​
​Sycamore​ ​School​ ​is​ ​a​ ​web-based​ ​Student​ ​Information​ ​System​ ​(SIS).​ ​Sycamore​ ​School​
​basically​ ​brings​ ​everything​ ​related​ ​to​ ​school​ ​operation,​ ​management,​ ​and​ ​record​ ​keeping​
​into​​one​​place.​​While​​it​​has​​many​​features​​and​​options,​​we​​are​​currently​​mainly​​using​​it​​for​
​grade keeping, attendance, library, and events (calendar).​

​I​ ​encourage​ ​you​ ​to​ ​log​ ​in​ ​and​ ​click​​around​​to​​familiarize​​yourself​​with​​it.​​This​​is​​a​​tool​​to​
​help​ ​you​ ​stay​ ​more​ ​in​ ​touch​ ​with​ ​your​ ​student’s​ ​academic​ ​progress.​ ​If​ ​you​ ​have​ ​never​
​received​ ​an​ ​invitation​ ​to​ ​access​ ​the​ ​Sycamore​ ​website​ ​or​ ​have​ ​previously​ ​utilized​ ​this​
​resource​​but​​are​​now​​unable​​to,​​please​​contact​​the​​office​​and​​we​​will​​have​​another​​invitation​
​sent to you.​

​Newsletter on Website​
​As​ ​last​ ​year,​ ​the​ ​school​ ​newsletter​ ​is​ ​available​ ​on​ ​the​ ​website.​ ​Also,​ ​an​ ​updated​ ​school​
​calendar​​has​​been​​added​​as​​well.​​Both​​the​​website​​and​​the​​Sycamore​​calendars​​are​​the​​most​
​current. Check these calendars for event dates and times!​

​Bible Memory​
​Bible​ ​memory​ ​is​ ​an​ ​important​ ​part​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Christian​ ​school​ ​experience.​ ​We​ ​feel​ ​that​ ​Bible​
​Memory​ ​can​ ​help​ ​students​ ​long​ ​after​ ​they​ ​leave​ ​Gehmans.​ ​This​ ​year​ ​the​ ​students​ ​are​
​memorizing​​Matthew​​5-7.​​Bible​​memory​​is​​something​​that​​is​​not​​only​​worked​​on​​at​​school,​
​but​ ​it​ ​is​ ​vitally​​important​​that​​this​​be​​worked​​on​​at​​home.​​Here​​are​​some​​pointers​​that​​may​
​help you as you work with your students:​



​-Since​ ​all​ ​students​ ​are​ ​memorizing​ ​the​ ​same​ ​passage​ ​every​ ​week,​ ​review​ ​it​ ​during​ ​your​

​family devotions and prayer time.​

​-Have you and your child review Bible Memory while waiting for the bus to arrive.​

​-Another​ ​unique​ ​opportunity​ ​that​ ​is​ ​available​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Bible​ ​memory​ ​put​ ​to​ ​song.​ ​This​ ​also​

​helps​ ​the​ ​students​ ​review.​ ​Here​ ​is​ ​the​ ​link​ ​to​ ​review​ ​the​ ​Bible​ ​memory​ ​by​ ​song:​

​https://www.gehmansmennoniteschool.com/bible-memory/​

​Parent Teacher Conferences​
​It​ ​is​ ​time​ ​to​ ​begin​ ​planning​ ​and​ ​scheduling​ ​the​ ​annual​ ​conferences​ ​between​ ​parents​ ​and​
​teachers.​​These​​conferences​​are​​planned​​to​​take​​place​​on​​Monday,​​November​​9​​and​​Tuesday,​
​November​​10.​​Please​​save​​the​​date!​​This​​time​​is​​geared​​towards​​evaluating​​the​​performance​
​of​ ​student(s),​ ​communicating​ ​what​ ​your​ ​family’s​ ​experience​ ​is​ ​at​ ​GMS,​ ​and​ ​establishing​
​healthy​ ​expectations.​ ​To​ ​aid​ ​in​ ​the​ ​scheduling​ ​of​ ​time​ ​blocks​ ​for​ ​each​ ​of​ ​your​ ​children,​
​please​​return​​the​​form​​that​​was​​sent​​home​​by​​this​​Friday,​​October​​9​​.​​You​​will​​later​​receive​
​the schedule for your family.​

​Fiscal Year Status​
​Below​ ​is​​an​​indication​​of​​our​​current​​operating​​budget​​status.​​Please​​help​​with​​the​​school’s​
​needs as the Lord directs you. Thank you for your support!​

​Income to Date​ ​Annual Budget​ ​Still Needed​
​Church Offerings​ ​$7,931.34​ ​$34,000​ ​$26,068.66​
​Donations-Business​ ​$0​ ​$10,000​ ​$10,000​
​Donations-Patrons​ ​$2,000​ ​$20,000​ ​$18,000​
​Donations-Grandparents​ ​$500​ ​$45,000​ ​$44,500​
​Fundraisers​ ​$15,000​ ​$110,000​ ​$95,000​
​Foundation Donations​ ​$0​ ​$35,000​ ​$35,000​
​Other Donations​ ​$15,160.10​ ​$15,000​ ​160.10​
​TOTALS​ ​$25,591.44​ ​$269,000​ ​$228,408.56​

​Yearbook Ads​
​I am currently collecting designs from those who are interested in placing an ad in our upcoming​
​yearbook.  ​
​There are 2 sizes available​
​1/4 page = $100.00​
​1/8 page (business card size) $60.00​

​Designs may be dropped off at our office or emailed to me at​
​valerie@gehmansmennoniteschool.org​ ​Checks may be​​written out to Gehmans Mennonite​
​School with Yearbook Ad written on the memo line.​
​Any questions feel free to call me.​

​717- 615- 1359​
​Miss Valerie​

https://www.gehmansmennoniteschool.com/bible-memory/
mailto:valerie@gehmansmennoniteschool.org


​Height, Weight, and Vision Screening​
​Our annual required Height, Weight and Vision screening will be held November 13.​
​Kindergarten Group 1 will have theirs on November 12, and for those who missed the hearing​
​test or need a retake that will also happen on November 12.​



​Upcoming Calendar Events​
​October​
​7​ ​Hearing Screening for K-3, 7​
​10​ ​School Auction​
​13​ ​Jr. High Soccer Game at SMS (12:15)​
​14​ ​Moms’ Prayer Group​
​14​ ​Kindergarten Field Trip​
​15​ ​Teacher In-Service; No School​
​16​ ​Staff Retreat: No School​
​20​ ​Hot Lunch​
​20​ ​Jr. High Soccer Games vs. Fairview @ GMS (12:00)​
​22​ ​3rd-4th Field Trip​
​26​ ​6th Soccer Game vs. Pleasant Valley @ GMS​
​30​ ​End of 1st Quarter​

​November​
​9-10​ ​Mon-Tues  Parent/Teacher Conferences - 11:30 Dismissal​
​11​ ​Mom’s Prayer Group​
​12-13​ ​Height, Weight & Vision​
​25​ ​Thanksgiving Feast–2:00 Dismissal​
​26-30​ ​Thanksgiving Vacation: No School​

​Dates to Remember​
​December​

​7​ ​PTF Spelling Bee–7:00​

​11​ ​Christmas Programs–​
​12:30 and 7:00; early dismissal after noon program​

​23​ ​1:00 Dismissal​



​Parent/Teacher Conferences​
​November 9 & 10, 2026​

​On November 9 & 10, Monday & Tuesday, school will dismiss at 11:30​
​AM followed by conferences in the afternoon & evening.  Please return​
​this form by​​Friday, October 9​​.​​We will do our best to accommodate​
​your preferences.  You will be informed of your scheduled time.​

​------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------​

​Please circle your top preference & cross only the times that will not work:​

​Monday, Nov. 9​ ​Tuesday,​​Nov. 10​

​Afternoon (12:00-3:00)​ ​Afternoon​

​Late Afternoon (3:00-5:00)​ ​Late Afternoon​

​Evening (5:00-8:00)​ ​Evening​

​Name​​(please print)​​:​
​________________________________________________​


